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UNIFORM RULES
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

RULE 49 — RESOLUTIONS

RULE 49. RESOLUTIONS. (a) The only type of instrument other than a bill or citation
authorized under these Uniform Rules is a resolution. The types and uses of resolutions are as
follows:

(1) A simple resolution is a formalized motion passed by one house only and
bearing the heading "House Resolution" or "Senate Resolution". It may be used to express the
will, wish, view, opinion, sympathy, or request of the house adopting it. The simple resolution
shall be used to establish a special committee. It does not require committee referral, three
readings, or a roll call vote. Approval of a simple resolution requires a majority vote of the full
membership of the house.

(2) A special resolution headed "House Special Resolution" or "Senate Special
Resolution" is used only for the purpose of expelling a member under provisions of Sec. 12, Art.
II, of the State Constitution. The special resolution requires a referral to the Rules Committee,
three readings, and a two-thirds vote of the full membership of the house for approval.

(3) A concurrent resolution is similar to the simple resolution but reflects the
will, wish, view or decision of both houses speaking concurrently. It is used particularly to
handle the internal business of the legislature, e.g., adjournment of the legislature, suspension
and amendment of the Uniform Rules, requesting action of executive agencies and interim
committees, and fixing the time and place for joint assemblies. This resolution is also used for
establishing joint committees. This resolution does not require committee referral, three
readings, or anything other than approval of a majority vote of the full membership of each
house unless otherwise required by the rules.

(4) A special concurrent resolution is employed to consider disapproval of an
executive order of the governor laid before the legislature under provisions of Sec. 23, Art. III, of
the State Constitution. This resolution must be considered by a joint committee and may be
adopted by a majority vote of the full membership of the legislature in joint session without
recourse to three readings.

(5) A joint resolution is the most formal type of resolution and is adopted by both
houses and then signed by the governor as a ministerial formality. The joint resolution is treated
in all respects as a bill but it is not subject to veto. It is usually reserved for addressees outside
the state. This resolution is used mainly to express the view or wish of the legislature to the
President, the Congress or agencies of the United States Government or the governments of other
states. It is required for proposing or ratifying amendments to the U. S. Constitution, proposing
amendments to the State Constitution under provisions of Sec. 1, Art. XIII, of the State
Constitution, and for disapproval of local government boundary changes recommended by the
Local Boundary Commission under provisions of Sec. 12, Art. X, of the State Constitution.
Approval of a joint resolution requires a majority vote of the full membership of each house.
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(b) All resolutions passed by one or both houses are sent to the governor as a matter of
information and for permanent filing with the lieutenant governor. The lieutenant governor
sends enrolled copies of joint resolutions to the federal and other state officers, agencies and
jurisdictions. The transmittal of copies of all other resolutions to designated addressees is the
responsibility of the Legislative Affairs Agency.
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